acTiviTy 5: Perspective, empathy and understanding

People have different perspectives on war. This might be influenced by factors
such as nationality, lived experience or the passage of time.

Look at the photographs to see how Australia responded after the attack.

2. Why do you think Australian
authorities honoured the Japanese
sailors with full naval honours?

1. Describe what happened to the
recovered submarines?
Why do you think this was done?

3. Imagine you were living in Sydney at the time of the attack. Write a letter to a
friend about the event and how you might have felt. Were you scared? Did you feel
grief from the loss of Australian lives? Did you feel resentful because of the actions
of the Japanese enemy? Or did you feel empathy towards the Japanese sailors?
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AcTiviTY 6: Reflection

Ken Done is a famous Australian artist. His paintings mark the 70th anniversary
of the attack on Sydney Harbour.

Use Done’s painting to inspire your own drawing about the attack. This could
be from an Australian or Japanese perspective.
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